Saturation kinetics of iocetamic acid: Evaluation of indirect pharmacokinetic techniques and comparison with iopanoic acid.
The biliary excretion of two oral cholecystographic contrast agents, iocetamic acid and iopanoic acid, were compared during low and high taurocholate infusion rates. The pharmacokinetics of these compounds after intravenous infusion were studied in bile-fistula dogs using both indirect and direct pharmacokinetic techniques. The indirect multiple infusion technique, corrected for urinary excretion, provides a reliable estimate of the maximum biliary excretion rates of either contrast agent without necessitating the sampling of biliary output. The results indicate that taurocholate facilitates the biliary excretion of both agents. At both taurocholate infusion rates studied, the maximum biliary excretion rate of iocetamic acid is greater than that of iopanoic acid.